COVID-19 and its Impact on Communities of Color
Top Line: Root causes of gun violence will be exacerbated by COVID-19.
Description: Just as gun violence disproportionately impacts communities and people of color,
current data suggests COVID-19 disproportionately impacts communities of color.1 We know
that the root causes that perpetuate gun violence – such as poverty2, underfunded public
housing3, under-resourced public services4, and underperforming schools5, are exacerbated by
the COVID-19 pandemic and because of this, communities of color will continue to be adversely
impacted. It is imperative to approach this public health crisis through a lens that promotes
health equity.
As part of our effort to educate individuals on COVID-19 and its impact on communities of color
we hosted a webinar Monday, April 20 with public health experts. To help shine the light on this
important conversation we enlisted the help of the following people:
● Dr. Devin Horton, Graduate Diversity for STEM Disciplines, UC-Davis
● Dr. Keisha Pollack Porter, Professor of Health Policy & Management, Johns
Hopkins University
● Dr. Shani Buggs, Postdoctoral Fellow with the Violence Prevention Research
Program, UC-Davis
● Joshua Horwitz, Executive Director of the Educational Fund to Stop Gun Violence
● Lauren Footman, Community Engagement Coordinator of the Educational Fund to
Stop Gun Violence
The highlights from the webinar are:
● There are many myths around COVD-19, with respect to where it originated, how it can
be contracted and who is more susceptible to contract it. However, it is imperative to
seek information from credible sources, such as the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.6
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Communities of color are impacted by structural inequalities rooted in racism that impact
health outcomes.
Root causes of gun violence are exacerbated by COVID-19 and can create conditions
to perpetuate these cycles of violence.
Violence prevention outreach workers have been deemed essential in some cities such
as Newark, New Jersey and Stockton, California7. During COVID-19 they are still
mediating conflict, providing supplies to communities, and serving as credible
messengers about COVID-19.

Like, COVID-19, gun violence is a multifaceted challenge that demands a holistic set of solutions.
To stop the cycles of daily gun violence and address health inequities, we recommend decision
makers:
● Use a racial equity lens when allocating resources and understand the disproportionate
impact communities of color will face during this pandemic;
● Address structural inequities such as trauma, poverty, income inequality, underperforming
schools, and under-resourced public services on an ongoing basis;
● Continue or begin funding community-based intervention and prevention programs that
are led by the communities most impacted by gun violence; and
● Pass legislation to limit access to deadly weapons.
The 2:00 minute promo and the full webinar can be found at the YouTube page for the Coalition
to Stop Gun Violence.
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