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THE VIRGINIA CENTER
” ”I FOR PUBLIC SAFETY

Independence from Gun Violence




THE NEWSPAPER LOOPHOLE IN VIRGINIA:

FACT SHEET AND ADVOCACY PLAN
The Virginia Center for Public Safety (VACPS), with the support of the Campaign to Close the Newspaper Loophole (www.gunloophole.com), has mailed letters to 23 daily Virginia newspapers asking them to only accept ads for firearms from individuals who possess a Federal Firearms License (FFL).  Under federal and Virginia state law, only licensed firearms dealers are required to perform background checks on purchasers—“private sales” by unlicensed sellers are exempt from this requirement.  Five newspapers have since agreed to update their policy: the Martinsville Bulletin, the Winchester Star, the Daily News Leader (Staunton), the Virginian Review (Covington), and the Roanoke Times.  Additionally, three other papers already had policies in place disallowing the placement of gun ads without a FFL: the Manassas Journal Messenger, the Potomac News (Woodbridge), and the Daily News (Newport News).  The VACPS effort is part of a nationwide campaign that has succeeded in getting at least 76 newspapers with a combined circulation of 8.1 million to change their firearms advertising policy since 2001.

Help Us Close the Newspaper Loophole in the State of Virginia

You can help us convince newspapers that “saying no” to unlicensed sellers is an ethical and moral advertising stance.  Although the law does not require background checks by unlicensed sellers, transactions that place firearms in the hands of prohibited purchasers are nonetheless illegal.  By only accepting ads from FFLs, newspapers can protect the safety of their readers, while respecting the rights of law-abiding citizens to sell and buy firearms.  Please check the list below, call your newspaper, and ask them to accept ads ONLY from licensed firearms dealers.  

	Newspaper
	Phone Number
	Requires FFL to sell handguns?
	Requires FFL to sell shotguns and rifles?

	Bristol Herald Courier
	276-669-2181
	NO
	NO

	The Daily Progress (Charlottesville) 
	434-978-7200
	NO
	NO

	Danville Register and Bee
	434-793-2311
	NO
	NO

	The Free Lance Star (Fredericksburg)
	540-374-5000
	NO
	NO

	Daily News Record (Harrisonburg)
	540-574-6200
	NO
	NO

	Hopewell News
	804-458-8511
	NO
	NO

	Pulaski Southwest Times
	540-980-5220
	NO
	NO

	Richmond Times Dispatch
	804-649-6000
	NO
	NO

	Northern Virginia Daily (Strasburg)
	540-465-5137
	NO
	NO

	Suffolk News Herald
	757-539-3437
	NO
	NO

	The News Virginian (Waynesboro)
	540-949-8213
	NO
	NO

	The News & Advance (Lynchburg)
	434-385-5555
	NO
	NO

	Culpeper Star Exponent
	540-825-0771
	YES
	NO

	The Progress Index (Petersburg)
	804-732-3456
	YES
	NO

	The Virginian Pilot (Norfolk)
	757-446-2989
	YES
	NO


Procedure for Newspapers to Verify That 

an Advertiser is a Licensed Firearms Dealer
The following procedure can be used to pre-approve a licensed firearms dealer to advertise in a newspaper:

1. When a person calls to place a classified ad for a firearm in the newspaper, the classified agent should first ask the person if they are a federally licensed firearms dealer. 

a. If the person is not a licensed firearms dealer, the agent should inform him/her that the newspaper does not accept classified ads for firearms from unlicensed sellers (i.e., the newspaper accepts firearms ads from licensed dealers only).

b. If the person is a licensed firearms dealer, but has not submitted a copy of his/her federal firearms license to the newspaper, go to step 2.

c. If the person has a federal firearms license on file at the newspaper, go to step 3.  

2. Ask the person to either mail, fax, or deliver to the newspaper a photocopy of his/her federal firearms license. Verify that the person’s license is valid by going to the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) website at https://www.atfonline.gov/fflezcheck/. If the license is valid, keep a copy of the license on file at the newspaper and accept the ad.  

3. Verify that the person’s license is still valid by going to the ATF website: https://www.atfonline.gov/fflezcheck/. If the license is still valid, accept the ad. 
Notices announcing a change in firearms policy can either be placed within internal advertising guideline documents or in the Classifieds section of a newspaper.  For an example of how a newspaper has implemented this change in policy, click here to read an editorial by the Daily News Leader.

